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CORONAVIRUS — AGED-CARE FACILITIES 

129. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the health direction issued on 27 April 2021 that enabled union officials access to aged-care facilities but 
kept family members of residents locked out of the same facilities during the Anzac weekend COVID-19 lockdown. 
(1) Can the minister confirm that he is a member of the United Workers Union, as identified in his annual 

parliamentary return? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please. Members, we would like to be able to hear the questions and I would also like 
Hansard to be able to transcribe them. If I could hear the remainder of the question in silence, please. 
Dr D.J. HONEY: Thank you very much, Speaker. 
(2) Did the minister declare a potential conflict of interest when engaging the Chief Health Officer on this matter? 
(3) Does allowing entry of non-essential workers such as union officials who can meet members outside the 

facility increase the risk of COVID-19 spreading to highly vulnerable residents in aged-care facilities? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1) In answer to the member’s first question, I am a proud member of the United Workers Union, and 

I admire the great work that it does. 
(2)–(3) In answer to the other aspects of the member’s question, for the purposes of all the directions, family 

members were allowed to attend, as were advocacy services. That was entirely consistent with the 
directions that were put in place. I know that the Leader of the Liberal Party is prone to accusing various 
unions of being radicals and of taking on extreme policies and things of that nature, but the United Workers 
Union pales into insignificance compared with the extremism and the ridiculousness of the policy stance 
of the Liberal Party of Western Australia. Do not forget that this is the same political party that supported 
Clive Palmer when it came to tearing down our borders and trying to compromise the health and wellbeing 
of Western Australians. I think that the member for Cottesloe, the Leader of the Liberal Party, should 
reflect on the fact that nearly every advocacy organisation in this state was doing the right thing during 
the pandemic by making sure that they got behind the government, and in particular the Chief Health Officer, 
to make sure that we could chart a course out of this global pandemic. The one organisation that was out 
there pronouncing extreme views and actually compromising the health of Western Australians was the 
Liberal Party. I will stand behind any moderate organisation like the United Workers Union any day, 
particularly when it makes you guys look like a bunch of ridiculous fools. 
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